
 On September 1, 1990, Michelle and I stood in a church 
in Canton Ohio. This was not a regular Sunday worship service 
but the day of our wedding. The years have passed too quickly, 
and yet as a couple we have faced a lot in our life; we are  
always together and never alone for Jesus journeys with us,  
ALWAYS.  
 Before sitting down to write this, I took the picture you 
see. It is not an easy thing to take off my wedding ring. You can 
see by the indentation on my ring finger that the ring has  
become a part of my hand just as Michelle is a part of who I am.  
 The cross that I set my wedding ring on in this picture is 
something I have carried with me in my “pastor” bag for many 
years now. The design of the cross is such that it is meant to be 
held and to have one’s fingers wrap around it and embrace it.  
It is usually with me when I go on shut-in or hospital calls. That 

cross is always in my bag and everyday I see it as I am digging around to pull my computer out,  
retrieve a pen or grab a pad of paper. The cross is a part of who I am. Jesus is a part of who I am.  
 We are blessed in this congregation with a generational mix of people. It is a joy to see the 
babies in church. It is a blessing to see those who have seen many years pass by and it is a blessing 
to see all those who are in-between. Next time you are in church I want you to look around at the 
people. I want you to look especially at those who have seen many years. When you look at them I 
want you to hopefully recognize that there are some beautiful stories of love and faith unfolding  
before your eyes. There are some stories here of love displayed and life celebrated that should bring 
tears to your eyes. I am often taken back by what I see on a Sunday morning as I look at those who 
have lived more years than I have.  
 Few things show the beauty of love as much as when I see a person walking alongside their 
spouse who is using a cane or walker. They move as a team toward the communion rail and have 
done so for many years. Both Jesus and love are a part of who they are. Love is displayed between 
husband and wife when I see that one of the two has become confused in their later years. As a  
couple, and in spite of a fading memory, they make every effort to be in God’s church and hear 
about Jesus each week, because Jesus and love are a part of who they are. My heart gets twisted up 
when I see a woman or man walk toward their normal Sunday pew, take a seat among so many other 
people but there is an empty spot beside them that, not long ago, was filled by a person who was a 
part of who they are, yet Jesus and love are still a part of who they are. 
 I hope that as you look around, you will see these unwritten stories I speak of and be moved 
by them to treasure your spouse as a gift from God. I pray you would witness what it means to love 
in times of sickness and health and love until death do you part. The church needs all ages of people 
in all the different life stages. If we are willing to slow down, look and listen to each other, we can 
begin to see how Jesus and His love are at work in their life and in our life.  
 As I celebrate my wedding anniversary this month, I thank God for my wife and I thank God 
for my Jesus, both are such a big part of who I am. I thank God for the people He has brought into 
my life that witness to me about love, life together, and Jesus.  
 May these things become a part of you. Jesus with you, Jesus for you.   —Pastor Andy 
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The Impact of Charitable  

Planning 
 

 It might seem difficult to quan�fy the impact of charitable planning, but when you 

think about generosity there are many benefits that come about when people seek to make 

the world be�er by giving of their blessings to benefit others. 

 Without charitable planning, hospitals wouldn’t be able to con�nue their quest for 

healing by making use of the best technology or latest research. Without the gi"s of  

generous people, the social service apparatus of our democra�c society would leave untold 

numbers of people des�tute and unable to receive sustaining care.  

 Without generous people who plan their gi"s, Chris�an churches across the na�on and 

the world would be less effec�ve in proclaiming the good news of eternal life in Jesus. If 

there were no proclama�on of the Gospel, people would live without hope.  

 How is the benefit of charitable planning measured? The impact of charitable planning 

is equivalent to the hand of God moving across the void to create a universe beyond  

comprehension. This is evidence that the true God has equipped the ‘crown of His crea�on’ 

to func�on as the very ‘hands of God’ within the world.  

 Charitable gi"s, especially those planned to ministry organiza�ons, boost the spread 

and power of the Word of God in an increasingly godless world. Such gi"s overflow from 

God’s Spirit residing in the giver’s heart.  

 Not only will generosity make the world be�er, but charitable plans will forge  

redemp�ve history planned from eternity to immortality as all things are made new.  

 Have you thought about the spiritual impact of your own Life�me Plan for Giving? The 

LCMS Founda�on can help! For more informa�on, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gi" Planning 

Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

A Milestone is “an action or event marking a significant change or state in development.” Our team of staff and 
volunteers will be using this to pertain to the faith-life of a child/family. Below is the list of Milestones that we 
have established with help from the congregation (Faith Formation Summit-Nov. 2016) and Ministry Architects.  

• Baptism: A gift from God, offered to all ages- infants to adults! This is one of two Sacraments in the  
Lutheran Church. 

• Serve as a family: Event for Pre-K 4 year-olds/Kindergarteners & their parents. Children & parents 
will serve together in hopes of starting a life-long journey of serving others in the name of Jesus Christ. 

• 3rd Grade Bibles: 3rd Grade students in our school & church will receive a Bible. One Sunday each 
year we will have a “Get to Know Your Bible” event for 3rd graders & their parents plus a blessing in the  
worship services. (September 17, 2017) 

• 1st Communion: Over the next 2 years, First Communion will begin in 5th Grade. The instruction will 
take place for students & parents in a retreat setting with a Seder Meal. This is one of two Sacraments in 
the Lutheran Church. 

• Confirmation: Starting in 6th grade, students will go through a 2-year process that will include— 
individual work (6th grade will work through the Bible; 7th grade will work through Luther’s Small Catechism), 
family gatherings/teaching, and celebration through the Rite of Confirmation at the end of the 7th grade 
year. 

• Freshman Welcome: To mark this transition, incoming 9th Graders will be welcomed with a special 
event just for them. This will help in assimilating them into our High School Youth Ministry. 

• Senior Blessing: As 12th graders near graduation, we will celebrate over them with a special blessing 
in the worship services. They will also receive a “tool box” that they can take with them that will include  
letters of encouragement, devotions, and other spiritual materials to help them as they transition out of 
high school.  



               BIBLE  

         STUDY 
 

On September 10th, we are 

formally kicking off our new Mosaic 

Sunday School class. The Mosaic 

class will be located in the Fellow-

ship Center at 9:45am each Sunday 

morning. Coffee and food will be 

provided as we gather together.  

We are calling this our Mosaic class as we want 

this class to include a diverse combina�on, including 

our 6
th

 grade through high school youth, college  

students, and all interested adults. Pastor Andy will be 

leading the Mosaic class beginning with the life of  

David this fall, and then the Book of Revela�on in the 

spring. Together we will par�cipate in “table talks” as 

we go over the theme for the day followed by Bible-

based teaching. There will also be a �me for ques�ons 

and discussion as we explore together David’s story in 

God’s Word, and how his story is our story. We hope 

that the Mosaic class will provide what you are  

looking for as we fellowship together, study His Word, 

seek our Lord’s will, and receive His Grace. 

 

Please join us on  

September 10, 2017 

as we host an LCEF Sunday at 

St. Paul, Lakeland 
 

Debbie Talbot from Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF) will share the “LCEF Story” and how Investments, 
Loans, and Ministry Support can help move your ministry 
efforts forward. 
 

LCEF is a financial organization that empowers ministry. 
The concept of "church extension" began back in 1902 when 
members of several congregations raised $400 to start a new 
congregation in a neighboring community. From that  
inauspicious start, LCEF now empowers ministry through a 
total asset portfolio of $1.8 billion funded by over 50,000 
individuals, congregations, schools, organizations and  
businesses. 
 

The LCEF business model is rather simple: 
Your Investments = Congregation Loans + Ministry Support 

 

Debbie Talbot will explain these components and how you 
can use your financial resources to help move ministry  
forward. Over the past four years, LCEF has issued checks to 
St Paul through the "Shared Blessing" program that total 
$18,572.28. Reaching our new goal of $8,500 will total 
$27,072.28. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y.I. CLUB—The LCEF has a great program 

called Young Investor (Y.I) Club that  
teaches and encourages children to save for 
the future. You can open a Y.I. Club account 
for your child or grandchild for as little as 
$25. Plus for new investors, St. Paul  
Lutheran will match the first $25 through 
September 10th.  
 

This program will not only help your child/
grandchild learn the value of sharing, saving 
and spending, but it will also help someone 
else learn about Jesus. Young Investors 
(ages 7-18) can earn up to $25 per year for 
good grades and participating in community 
service projects.  
 

Go to www.lcef.org/yi_club/ look for Extra 
Credit Forms. Y.I. accounts earn 3.5%  
interest on the first $1,000. Pick up an info 
brochure at the Welcome Center. 

Through 7 sessions, learn to recognize God's 

character, language, and tone of voice as 

you spend time in His Word and understand 

the role of the Holy Spirit. Discover the root to 

clear and daily communication with God—

humble obedience. Learn how surrender  

unlocks His many blessings intended for us, 

centers us in His will, and helps us discern His 

voice in everyday life.  

MONDAY NIGHT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Begins Monday, September 11  

Room 102 @ 6:15pm  
 

Registration forms are  

available at the  

Welcome Center. 
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I am siGng in my usual place, spending �me 

in the Word and praying, and here comes my 

li�le pal, Luther. He is so funny when he first 

gets up early in the morning. He comes out of 

the bedroom where he sleeps between us and he is  

always looking bright and happy like he is thankful for another 

day. He is a morning person/cri�er as it were, for sure. “Luther 

my friend,” I tell him, “I have been praying for guidance on where 

to take your column.” Luther is listening and seems to approve. 

His tail is wagging and he is talking to me. Dachshund talk is just a 

whole bunch of mumbles but it is actually sweet to listen to. 

We are so blessed to hear sounds that are sweet to our spirit 

and our hearts. For me, it is the sound of my wife’s voice, the 

laughter of our children when we are all together, the cha�ering 

of my granddaughter as she discovers a new word or phrase and 

the mumbles of Luther. But the sweetest sound I personally 

know of is the sweet sound of the Holy Spirit, that s�ll small voice 

that talks to us and guides us through each and every day. 

We have entered into a new sermon series here at St. Paul 

en�tled “We Believe.” We of course believe in God the Father, in 

three persons…the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, or Holy 

Ghost as many of you were taught back in the green and red 

hymnal days. But have you ever really stopped to think about the 

Holy Spirit and what He is to us as we go from day to day? More-

over, what does Mar�n Luther teach us about the Holy Spirit? 

First off, who is the Holy Spirit? Mar�n Luther explains,  

“…the Holy Spirit is not an ordinary spirit, such as a creature, or 

something apart from God and yet given to men by Him, not 

merely the work He performs in our hearts, but that He is a Spirit 

who is essen�ally God Himself, who has His being from the  

Father, is not created or made, but is One who proceeds from the 

Father and is also sent by Christ. He (Jesus Christ) calls Him the 

Comforter and ascribes the works of a person to Him, saying, that 

He is to tes�fy of Christ.” 

“Yet He is the same, true, real, one God, because He is to do 

works which God alone does, such as enlightening the hearts 

within, bringing people to true knowledge, beginning, arousing 

and strengthening faith in them, comfor�ng consciences and 

keeping them undismayed against the terror of the devil and of 

other creatures.” 

 

So, how does the Holy Spirit come to us? Mar�n Luther  

explains, “God chooses to work through means…God wants to 

give the Holy Spirit (to us) through The Word, and without the 

Word He does not want to do it. We must constantly handle, 

preach, bear, and inculcate the Word un�l the Holy Spirit comes. 

There is no other way to achieve the desired end. To sit in a  

corner, to gape heavenward, and wait to see Him come is sheer 

folly. The Word is the only bridge and path by which the Holy 

Spirit comes to us.” 

Again, Mar�n Luther tells us “the Word is the only bridge 

and path by which the Holy Spirit comes to us!” When li�le  

Luther, the Dachshund, and I sit down early in the morning, pray 

and open our Holy Bible, we are invi�ng the Holy Spirit to come 

to us, fill our minds and hearts with His Word and His Will and 

lead a life pleasing to God the Father. 

Know that when you spend �me in the Word of God, He is 

coming to you in the form of the Holy Spirit to comfort you, to 

guide you by His Grace. This is why Bible studies, share groups, 

prayers, and a�ending church is so important in your faith life. 

Many �mes I have heard people say, “I can do this on my own. I 

do not need to go to church.” Through worship, prayer and study 

of God’s Word, we grow in our faith and the Holy Spirit fills our 

minds and hearts. Let the Holy Spirit—the Comforter in and let 

Him guide you and fill your heart and mind with His Peace, His 

Joy and His Blessings. 

Study your Bibles, join a class or share group, a�end worship. 

The Holy Spirit has His arms open and wants to hold you! 

And for those who receive this newsle�er and cannot a�end 

church, please let me know here at church (863-644-7710 

ext:424). I will come and share with you and maybe even bring 

Luther the Dachshund with me if I can get him off the couch! 

Blessings in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

May the Holy Spirit be upon you and fill your minds and hearts! 

Amen! 

—Peter and Luther 

 

What if you could be debt-free with an emergency fund 

of 3–6 months of expenses saved, all while inves�ng for 

re�rement and planning for your family’s future? 

Sound impossible? It’s not! With Dave Ramsey’s class 

Financial Peace University, you CAN take control of 

your money. Our next class begins 

Monday, September 11 @ 6:00pm  

in the TMC Library.  
The Financial Peace University kit is on sale and it’s a 

life�me membership. Order your FPU kit now by going 

to www.daveramsey.com. Let Debby know you intend 

to come to this 9-week class. Childcare will be available. 

derdmann@stpaullakeland.org.  

MILESTONE: 
BIBLE BLESSING & ACTIVITY 
 

On Sunday, September 17
th

 at both  

services you will witness one of our milestone 

events as we invite families with 3
rd

 graders to 

a Bible blessing & ac�vity. Bibles will be given 

out to all 3
rd

 grade students. 

During the services, we will have a special  

prayer over our 3
rd

 grade families and then at 

9:45am in the Media Center, we will have a 

“Get to Know Your Bible Ac�vity” for these 

families, along with some yummy breakfast 

refreshments. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
8:30 Room Parent 

Breakfast 
 

2 
 

3 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
6:30 Adult Volleyball 

4 
CLOSED 

LABOR DAY 

5 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

6 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
 

7 
7:15am Men's Group 
6pm Church Properties 

5:30 CancerCare 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

8 
8:15 PTO Meeting 

 
 
 

6-9pm MS Youth 

9 
 
 
 

8:30am-4pm  
iNeighborhood 
Workshop 

LCEF SUNDAY    10 
BAKE SALE TODAY 
8:30 BLOOD MOBILE 

8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
6:30 Adult Volleyball 

11 
 
 
6:15 SIS 
6-7:30 FPU 

12 
9am Heritage 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@Olive Garden 
6:30 Lay Ministers 
 

 

13 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
(present Bible to  

3rd graders) 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

14 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

15 
 
 
7pm MS Dance 

16 
10am Koffee Klutch 
 

2-4pm Eggroll 
Pick-up 

17 
NEW MEMBERS 
8:30 WORSHIP - C 

9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP - C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
6:30 Adult Volleyball 

18 
NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & KID’S 
CLUB OPEN 

Teacher In-Service 

6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 Knitters 

19 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
 

6:30 School Board 
 
 

20 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

21 
7:15am Men's Group 
12pm Ladies Share 
5pm Memorial Service 
for Kay Bettenhausen 
6:30 Theology Pub 

22 
 
 

6-9pm MS Youth 

23 
. 

24 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
6:30 Adult Volleyball 

25 
 
12pm Esther Circle 

 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

26 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
5:30 Endowment 

27 
8:25 CHAPEL K-5 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

28 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

29 30 

OCTOBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

C=   Communion 
CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 

All ladies are invited to gather together for coffee and fellowship every 3rd 
Saturday of the month. Sponsored by the Katie’s Ladies group but opened to 
all women 18 years and up. Come spend time with others to chat about life 
issues as Christian women. This month, on Saturday, September 16 at 
10am, we will gather at Sandy Jones’ home, 6828 Scenic Hill Blvd. (813-

323-2773). Breakfast is provide at no cost and we will have a session on 
making earrings. Everyone will take a pair of earrings home with them.  

 

BAKE SALE—It’s that time of year for some delicious cookies, breads, 

pies and cakes by our Katie’s Ladies. They will have a Bake Sale on  

Sunday, September 10th

 in the church lobby. Proceeds will go toward 
next year’s Women’s Retreat. 

ADULT CHOIR BEGINS 

Sept. 6 @ 6:30pm  
in the Music Suite 

New singers are encouraged & 
welcome to come. 

with  
Pastor Andy 

Guys 21 and older 
meet at the Brew Hub, 

3900 Frontage Road South, Lakeland, 
on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
(September 21) at 6:30pm. Come, 
have a drink if you wish and some food 
or just join in the conversation as we 
look at what it means to be a Christian 
man in the world today. 

FL-GA District President’s Conference in Ponte Vedra Beach 
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iNeighborhood Workshop 
SEPTEMBER 9 8:30AM - 4:00PM 

 

It's all about relationships! Our God spared no expense to restore our  

relationship with Him. Our Lord asks us to also be in relationship with  

others—to love our neighbor and connect them to Jesus.  

On Saturday, September 9, Bruce Jaeger will facilitate a FREE workshop to 

guide us on how we can BLESS others. You'll want to be there for this  

energetic and helpful equipping session. Join us on September 9th from 

8:30am to 4:00pm in Room 102 of the middle school.  

Reserve your FREE seat which includes a FREE lunch 

by signing up on the clipboard at the Welcome Center 

or by contacting Becky Howell in the church office, 863

-644-7710 ext:423 / bhowell@stpaullakeland.org.  


